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For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any WAS not 
work nenher ſhould be e eat. * 


1 


HIS 8 here mentioned in my 
Text, was given to the Theſſalonians, with 


regard to thoſe Perſons, who were to be 
maintained by the publick Contributions of the 
Church. For in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, when 
Judaiſm or Heatheniſm were the prevailing Religions, 

A 2 | it 
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= is very reaſonable to — that thoſe who em- 


—_ . and therafoce E they had: not: cithes. »-Fartune to 
—_— . ſupport themſclves, or elſe followed: ſanic Employ- 
—_ - ment, whereby they were capable of getting their 
14 daß Bread, that they muſt be füpported by the cha- 
3 | hy nr SEE tbo entunconds And as not 


F 55 could not be ſuppoſed to be very "aig "ond 
therefore required Frugality i in the Management. 


Hence we find the eee (a) to whom the Care 
of che Poor Mas at fyrſt committed, Eqnphiing 10 
the that. y} jos "phy the Poor thok 
g up ſo much of their Time, that it prevented them 
from following a much more uſeful Branch of their 
Calling; which was that of preaching the Word of 
i Gad. They therefore appointed · a· Set of lower Offi- 
= cers in the Chüfch; Who, among other Things, had 
| the Care of the Poor committed particularly to their 
Charge. But however, the Apoſtles did not think 
themſelves: diſcharged from inquiring into the Ma- 
nagement of this Fund, or the Conduct of thoſe-who 
_ diſpoſed of it; and therefore ſtill continued it, in 
ſome meaſure, as a Branch of their Apoſtolical Care. 
Hence St. Poul; in His firſt Epiſtle to Ti, 
where: he is reminding him of the Duties of his 
hunction, amangſt other Things recommends -( his 
Laſpection the Care of the Widows; who being the 
bale pye M deere jr "ay pg rn" 
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Perſons, that were admitted to partake of this chari- 
table Fund. And therefore he ſays; Let-not.a Widnw 
be taken into the, Number, under  threeſears - Years: old; 
But the younger Widows refuſe : For withal they learn 
to be idle, wandring about from Houſe to Houſe ; and 
not only idle, but, Tatlers- alſo - EP _ 
ing Things W "1 S 1 


They were * — ſome uch 345 per- 

| ſons among the Theſſalonians, who gave occaſion to St. 

1 Paul's Advice in the Words of my Text, that if they 
would not work, neither ſhonld they. eat; for in the 

| Verſes following he ſays, Hur ue hear there art ſome 

which walk among you diſorderly, working not at all, 

but are bufie-bodies. Now them that are fuch, ur com- 
mand, and exhort by our Lord Teſus Chriſt,, that with 

e they work, and eat their own * 


| I am. very. ſenfible, that thoſe Rete 1 
under the immediate Care and Conduct of this Cor- 
poration, to which I am ſpeaking at preſent, are the 
young rather than the old ; But give me leave at the 
ſame time to obſerve, chat the way to make People 
induſtrious, when they are old, is to begin with them, 
when they are young. And that if St. Paul could 
expect from the old and infirm, that they ſhould ap- 
ply themſelves to ſome, kind of Work, in order, to - 
contribute, what was in their own, Power, towards | 
their own- Support, how much more neceflary may - 
we think the fame Advice, with regard to thoſe. | 1 
who are youthful and healthy? _ 


6 A Sermon preached before 


The great Advantage, which thoſe charitable 
Foundations, that are under the Care and Conduct 
of this Incorporated Society, have over all others, 
vhich were erected before them, conſiſts in this, that 
they have made Labour and Induſtry a part of their 
Conſtitution; by whieh Means, they have truly and 
properly obviated that Objection, which was too juſt- 
ly made againſt thoſe kind of Charity-Schools, where 
the Children, who were bred up therein, were only 
educated in the ſofter and more delicate Employments 
of. Life; and were thereby quite enervated in their 
_ Diſcipline, and bed eee in their more ad- 
vanced Years, of applying themſelves to the uſeful 
Exerciſe of Manufactures, - or the laborious pms 
ments of e ene * "v4 


Whoever "IE N upon bim to ſpeak in fi 
your cf, and to recommend thoſe Proteſtant Work- 
ing-Schools, which are now eſtabliſhed by Royal 
Charter, muſt neceſſarily be lead, by the very Nature 
of his Subject, to ſpeak in praiſe of Labour and In- 
duſtry : Which perhaps may be a more uſeful Subject 
at preſent, than is generally imagined ; becauſe, there 
is a (a) Sect of Men riſen of late Years in our neigh- 
bouring Kingdom, who, under Pretence of Devotion 
to God, would, inſtead of the Spade and the Plow, 
leave nothing in the Hands of theſe Children. but 
33 28 
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hall therefore-in this De ee to con- 
ſider the Duty of Labour, as it is a' Branch of Reli- 
gion, and ſhall endeavour to ſhow how far Labour 
and Induſtry are conſiſtent with Devotion to God, as 
recommended in the Scriptures: And to this end 
ſhall lay before you the Advantages thereof, as they 
may contribute not only to our Happineſs in thisLife, . 
but alſo in that Life which is to come. 1 


Certain it is, that Almighty Ob Theerente 
kind for Happineſs, and that this is the End of his 
Being: He has therefore placed him here in this Life, 
in a State of Probation and Trial, to work out bis own: + 
Salvation; and has made the Purfuit of -Happinieſs, . 
here in this World, tobe the ann... 
pineſs, in hat Work, which is to come. 


One would think e e Terms: ey 
that there would be very little Trial in ſuch a Pur- 
ſuit. But the Misfortune lies here, that Men mi- 
ſtake ſenſual Pleaſure for Happineſs; quit the Sub- 
| ſtance for the Shadow; and are carried off from a fu- - 
ture real Advantage by the Appearance of an-imme- - 
diate Profit. Whereas nothing is more certain, when 
duly conſidered, than that our Almighty Creator has 
required nothing from us to perform, in order to the 
Attainment of future Happineſs, but thoſe Things 
which, if practiſed, would really contribute to our 
Happineſs in this Life: That all the Duties which 
are required from us, with regard to our Neighbour 
and ourſclves, conſiſt entirely in this ; that we do all 

| that 


9 


„ 


that lies in our Power to make ourſelves and them, as 
happy as we poſſibly can; and that we do nothing | 
-which may colitribute to the. contrary. oily 


In this therefore conſiſts one of the Advantages of 
a laborĩous Life ; inaſmuch as we are enabled thereby 
to be of uſe both to ourſelves and our Neighbours. 
For, with regard to ourſelves, Labour and Induſtry are 
uſeful in a double Capacity: as they are the only 
Methods of acquiring and preſerving Riches, which 
furniſh us with all the Comforts of Life; and ſe- 
condly, as they are the only true Art of making us 
eee acquired. * 


Wich regard to the firſt, * 3 
ate the only Method of acquiring Riches: this is + 
Propoſition, that ſeems ſo plain at firſt Sight, as to 
need little or no Proof. Some Men are indeed ſo 
happy as to be born to a plentiful Fortune; but then 
it muſt be conſidered, that this Fortune was the Ac- 
quiſition of the Labour and Induſtry. of their Proge- 
nitors: And if they themſelves will not continue in 
the Practice of a laborious or induſtrious Life, they 
muſt certainly refund a Part of their Riches; and 
pay for the Labour of others, out of thoſe Riches, 
which were the Purchaſe of the Induſtry” of their 
* 


* 


e een e Mind ban of 
thoſe, who are obliged to work for their daily Bread; 
or at leaſt for the Attainment of the Comforts, and 
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Conveniencies of Life. The only Way of attaining 
which is by Labour and Induſtry, in thoſe particular 
Callings, which God has given us Talents, or at leaſt 
Inclinations to purſue. And thus much may be faid 
in favour of Induſtry, that many Perſons have, by 
the Dint of Application, acquired a great Facility, 
and ſome Degree of Excellency, in thoſe Kinds of 
Works for which by Nature they ſeem not at all to 
have been deſigned. One would hardly be perſua- 
ded, if many had not been Eye-witneſſes of the 
Fact, that a Perſon, born without Hands or Arms, 
ſhould be capable of getting his. Bread, and maintain- 
ing himſelf and his Family with Comfort, by ſuch 
an Excellency in the Command of the Pen, and 
other manual Operations, as few that have their 
Hands are capable of arriving at. And hence may 
be juſtified many Obſervations of the wiſe Solomon, 
who recommends Labour and Induſtry as the ſureſt 
Way of attaining Riches : For ſays he, The Hand of 
the diligent maketh rich; and, The Thoughts of the di- 
ligent tend to Plenteouſneſs : And again, ſays he, 
Wealth gotten by Vanity ſhall diminiſh, but be that ga- 
thereth by Labour ſhall encreafe. 


And as Labour and Induſtry are the proper Means 
of acquiring Wealth, fo are they alſo neceſſary to- 
of. For it appears from our My OU bie that 
the greateſt Fortunes will ſink and moulder away for 
want of ſome Pains and Care in the Management of 
them. Prodigality indeed will bring them to the 
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ſhorteſt End, but Idleneſs and Neglect will produce 
the ſame Effect though by ſlower Degrees: Since 
Drowfineſs, as well as Extravagancy, ſhall chath a 
Man with Rags. And be that is flothful, ſays Soll- 
mon, % Brother to bim that is a great Wafter. The 
ſame Author has in another Place given a moſt pa- 
thetick and beautiful Deſcription of this kind of In- 
dolence. I went, ſays he, by the Field of the flothful, 
and by the Vineyard of the Man void of Underſtanding : 
and lo, it was all grown over with Thorns, and Nettles 
covered the Face thereof, and the Stone Wall thereof 
was broken down, Then I ſaw and confidered it well; 
I loked upon it and received Inſtruttion. Yet a little 
Sleep, à little Slumber, a little Folding of the Hands 
to Sleep: So ſhall thy Poverty come as a Traveller ; and 
thy Want as an armed Man. That is, mg gl 
tion and irreſiſtible Force. | 


- And as Labour and Induftry are en dem 

end cotibreing df:Rickes, by' which xi che 
Comforts of Life are to be purchaſed ; ſo are they 
likewiſe neceſſary towards making all thoſe outward 
AAB a0. nan 
ourſelves. 


The Happineſs of Life r 
ſtributed, than People generally imagine: When Per- 
ſons in low Life ſee a rich Man carried about in State 
and Grandeur, they are very apt to imagine that Per- 
ſon to be happy; becauſe they ſee nothing, but his 
eutward Pomp and Show : Whereas it is the Heart 
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alone, that furniſhes Happineſs; and if that be not 
diſpoſed to reliſh the Things with which we are ſur- 
rounded, like Meat ſet before a ſick Appetite, they 
rather create a Nauſeating, than Satisfaction. It is not 
the Poſſeſſion, but the Taſte, the Reliſh, which a 
Man has for the Things which he poſſeſſes, that alone 
gives him pleaſure in the Enjoyment. And T may 
venture to ſay, that nothing is ſo apt to give a Man a 

| Reliſh for any thing, as the Trouble and Labour he is 
at in acquiring it. And hence comes the Obfervation 
of the Wiſe-man, that the florhful Mam roafteth not 


that which he took in hunting; but the Suh lauce of & 
row page) r — 8 


And hence alſo it is; that ach Men, whole For- 
tunes are acquired to their Hands, are forced to have 
recourſe to Games and Sports, in order to employ 
their Minds, or Bodies, in ſome ſort of Labour or 
other; fince Life would hang heavy upon their Hands 
-without it. And if the poor induftrious Working- 
man, ' who is forced to labour and toil for his Bread, 
did but fee the Pains, which fome of the richer Sort 
take in the Purſuit of what they call Pleaſure ; the 
tedious Hours and toilſome Nights, which are ſpent 
at Cards; the Paſſions which are raiſed, and the Ve- 
hemence with which Trifles are contended for; he 
would have little Reaſon to defire an Exchange: 
Since he labours for what is of real Value to him, 
"whereas the Toils and Tireſomeneſs of the Rich, are 
only for fuch Things, as give them little, or no Plea- 
fore in the Acquiſition, This may in ſome ſort be 

B 2 looked 
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looked upon as a Tribute which Riches pay to In- 
duſtry, and a literal fulfilling of the Curſe, which 
was laid upon all Mankind at the Fall of our firſt Pa- 
rent, I the Sweat of. thy Face ſhalt thou cat Bread: 
And ſurely ! if we muſt ſweat, wiſer is he who ſweat- 
eth in Purſuit of that, which is valuable unto him, 
than he who ſweateth for nothing, 


But the Advantage of Labour and Induſtry with 
regard to our ſelves, does not only conſiſt in what has 
been ſaid, but alſo has this further Advantage; that 
by keeping our Minds and Bodies employed in ſuch 
Thoughts and Actions as are at leaſt innocent, we 
preſerve ourſelves from being engaged in ſuch. 
Thoughts or Actions, as are really finful.. 


The Spirit in Man is a ſprightly and active Prin- 
ceiple; for, as Mr. Locke obſerves, if we look into 
ourſelves, we ſhall find our Ideas always,, whilſt we 
are awake, or have any Thought, paſſing in, Train, 
one going and another coming without Intermiſſion. 
And as thoſe Ideas, which are canveyed to the 
Mind through the Senſes, are more. frequent, and 
occur with leſs Trouble to the Mind, than thoſe 
which come from Reflection; bence it is that 
thoſe Pleaſures, which proceed from. Senſation, 
are apt to take up more of our Thoughts, than thoſe 
Pleafures which are purely intellectual; many of 
which are only to be found out by tedious Deductions 
La And for this Cauſe Labour and Induſtry 
| "7 contribute 
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contribute towards the Attainment of Happineſs in a 
future Life, as they contribute towards preſerving our 
Virtue and Innocence in this. | 


For if we do not tale care to find. ſome Employ- 
ment for the Mind, the Mind will certainly find Em- 
ployment for itſelf; and ſenſual Thoughts will infal- 
libly crowd in, if our Attention be not pre-occupied, 
and engaged otherwiſe beforehand. And hence it is, 
that IdleneG may be looked on as the Root of all 
Evil; by leaving the Mind open to all the Attacks, 
which the Fleſh, the World, or the Devil are in- 
clin'd to make upon it. Thus we find the Prophet 
Ezekiel, when he is ſumming up the Sins of Sodom, 
reckoning this of Idleneſs as one of the principal, Be- 
bold, lays he, this was the Iniquity of, thy Sifter So- 
| dom, Pride, Fullneſs of Bread, and Abundance of 
. Wleneſs was in her. And St. Paul, in his Epiltle to 
Timothy explains how it comes to be ſo great a Sin; 
and that is, becauſe it leaves the Mind open to the 
Allurements of thoſe Things, which do moſt "eafily 
 beſet- us ;_ for talking of thoſe younger Widows, , 
whom he would have Timothy exclude - from any 
' ſhare in the charitable Contributions of the Church, 
he ſays, For withal they learn to be idle, wandring - 
about fram Houſe to Houſe, and not'only idle; but Tar. 
ers alſo and Buſie-bodies, ſpeaking Things which [they 
ought not. The Exerciſe of which Talent of tatling 
from Houſe to Houſe," St. Paul, you ſee, attributes 
entirely to their Idleneſs, . 
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Neighbours, that ſeems ſo manifeſt and plain, that 
he who runs may ſee it. It is indeed often ſaid, that 
the Riches of a Nation confiſt in the Number of its 
Inhabitants : But then it is taken for granted, that 
thefe Inhabitants are induſtrious; for otherwiſe every 
Inhabitant, who does not only not contribute towards 
his own Support, but that does not actually by his 
Labour and Induſtry gain as much, or by his Riches 
purchaſe as much of other Men's' Labour, as will 
maintain himſelf and his Family, is a Burthen, rather 
than an Advantage” en Coltutagnetids © 


{+ 4154 2 


: e eee 
Body Natural, which hath many Members, and yet 
all the Members of that ane Body, being many, ane but 
ene Bad. And as the great Creator has, in the Body 
natural, formed zen thoufand Dis and Fibres, wth 
of which has its uſe; and which, if it ſhould be ont 
of order, and diſabled from performing its Functions, 
though at firſt it may not be of Significancy fafficient 
to be any great Inconvenience, yet if it be neglected, 
and the Diſorder permitted to encreaſe, will in the 
End bring the whole to Deſtruction: Sn f 6 In 
the Body politick, the ill Effect of every idle inactive 


w- 


Perſon may not perhaps be perceivable at firft, or 
mough ĩt may diſorder, may not endanger Hociety; 
but when Idleneſs arrives to any great Degres,, 10 as 


to 
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to corrupt Numbers of People, the Evil is then ſen- 
ſibly felt, and becomes a real Diſtemper, which will 
in the End bring that Society to Deſtruction ; and 
throw it, of comſequenoe, inso the Bower of ſors: 
ambitious and more induſtrious Neighbour. Hence 
the wiſe Solomon juſtly obſerves, That the Hand of the 
eee gs yea be wider 
Tribute. 325 | 1 * 

| 

But the Uſcfulneb of — and Indufery, with 
regard to a future State, does not only conſiſt in this, 
that it is doing Service both to-our Neighbours and 
ourſclves ; and of conſequence. renders us acceptable 
to God; but alfo, becauſe it is doing God Service. 
Almighty God, upon the Fall of our firſt Parents, 
ſent forth the Man from the Garden of Eden, to Till 
the Graund from whence he was taken. We are all 
therefore to conſider ourſelves as God's Servants ; ſent 
into this World, to be employed in Labour, of ſome 
kind or other, for the Improvement of it : The High 
and the Ingenious in the Labqur of the Brain ; the 
Low and the Robuſt in the Labour of the Hand. 
Had it pleaſed the Almighty to have created us for a 
lazy and indolent Life, like the Leviathan in the 
Deep, only to play therein, he would have formed 
this whole terreſtrial Globe into one Garden, like 
that of Eden; would have fed us, as he did the 
Haelites where they could not labour, with Angel 


Food ; and cloathed us like the Lillies of the Field, 
which 
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which toil not, neither do they pin : Yet even Solomon, 
in all his Glory, was not arrayed like one of tbeſe. But 
on the other hand we find by Experience, that 
our great Creator has formed this Earth in ſuch a 
manner, as to be covered with Briars and Thorns, un- 
leſs we take pains to root them from the Ground: 
And has made every thing here in this World in a 
kind of imperfect State; both with regard to our- 
ſelves and every thing that ſurrounds us; in order 
that we by our Labour and Induſtry ſhould bring 
them to Perfection. Hence comes the Neceſſity of 
cultivating Arts and Sciences; of Traffick and Com- 
merce; and of enacting all thoſe Laws, which are 
contrived and conſtituted in all well governed Socie- 
ties, for the Employment of all Perions of what Rank 
or Degree ſoever. For as the Body natural is com- 
poſed of a great Variety of Members, among which 
even thoſe which ſeem to be moſt feeble are neceſſary: 
ſo in the Body politick, there are lower, as Well as 
higher Functions to be. performed; each of which, 
though they may not be equally honourable, are never- 
theleſs equally uſeful. And as God hath ſet the Members 
every one of them in the Body, as it hath pleaſed him; 
hence it becomes the Duty of every particular Per- 
ſon, into whatſoever State of Life it hath pleaſed 
God to call him, to do what lies in his Power as the 
Servant of God, for the Improvement of himſelf, of 
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And as this is the only Service we can poſſibly do 
unto God, the withdrawing ourſelves from the uſe- 
ful Employments of Life, or ſhutting. ourſelves up 
in a Monaſtery, under the Notion of dedicating and 
devoting ourſelves to the Service of God, is mani- 
feſtly abſurd, and contrary to the Ends of our Crea+- 
tion. 


i ee eee chemſelves to the 
Service of God: But how can this be better per- 
formed, than by employing thoſe Talents, which 
God has furniſhed us with, for God's Service, in 
the Method which God has appointed? The Plow-- 
man, the Soldier, the Stateſman, and the Divine, 
when they. are occupied in the Works of their re- 
ſpective Profeſſions, are all employed in the Service 
of God. And to imagine that none but Divines or 
Recluſes, or thoſe who give up their whole Time to 
religious Offices, are devoted and dedicated to the 
Service of God, is a great Miſtake : For as this muſt - 
at long run tend to the Deſtruction of Society, it 
can never be the true Method of pleaſing God. 
Since as St. Paul obſerves with regard to the Body 
natural, F the whole Body were an Eye, where were 
the Hearing? And if the whole were Hearing, where - 
were the Smelling ? So with regard, to the Body poli-- 
tick, if every Perſon was to giye up the principal 
Part of his Time to Acts of religious Worſhip,” what 
would become of the common, and almoſt ne- 


C. ceſſary 
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ceſſary Conveniencies of Life? The Ground would 
be untilled; the Face of the Country uncultivated ; 
Arts and Sciences would be aboliſhed ; and every 
thing left in that unimproved State of N. ature, wag 
it was found in at firſt, = 


For this a it becomes a Part of the legiſla- 
tive Power in every Society to limit the Number 
of thoſe Perſons, who are to give up their Time to 
the preaching of the' Goſpel and propapating Reli- 
gion: For every one that is more than neceſſary, 
s an uſeleſs Member to the Commonwealth; as well 
as an unneceſſary Burthen to thoſe who contribute 
to his Maintenance. While the viſi ble Manfeftation 
of the Spirit of God, and the miraculous Power of 
diſcerning of Spirits laſted in the Chriſtian Church, 
| thoſe who were to be Apoſtles, or Prophets, or 

Teachers, were all ſingled out by the Direction of 
the Spirit of God; but ſince that viſible and miracu- 
lous Power has ceaſed in the Church, the Power of 
Appointment, both of the Number of officiating Mi- 
niſters, as well as of the Place where they are to 
officiate, has devolved on the legiſlative Power, into 
-whoſe Hands by the Laws of God the Care of So- 
ciety is intruſted. And all thoſe, whether Quakers 
or Methodifts, or of what Denomination ſoever, who 
pretend to be called or moved by Inſpiration from 
the Spirit of God, ought in the firſt place to be 
eee n or Mark, by which 

the 
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the Motions of the Spirit of God in in the Mind of 
Man are to be diſtinguiſhed from the Motions of 
his own Mind or Imagination. For, till that is 
done, there can be no Certainty Whether we are 
moved by the Spirit of God er not; and therefore, 
for want of this Criterion, a Man of good Inten- 
tions and a warm Imagination may be deceived, 
and led away by the Dictates of an Enthuſiaſtick 
Zeal, under the Aan of the Motions of the Spi 
rit of God. 


Such Perſons may perhaps be thought righteous, 
but it is being 77 ghreous over-much (a) ; and pro- 
ceeds from a partial Conſideration of one Branch of 
the Duty of Man, without conſidering the Whole 
of it. For though both publick and private Acts 
of religious Worſhip are a neceſſary part of the 
Duty "of Man, yet ate they far from being that 
part, which-is to take up the largeſt Portion of Time. 
The royal Preacher, ſpeaking of the Duty of private 
Prayer, fays, Confider that God is in Heaven, and 


<5 3 7 | 


( Eceleſ. 7. 16. See alſo Rom. 12. 3. my eber may 
2 der Qpareiv, d Pet, os 25 cpp. Which may be rendeted, 
Be not more wiſe than behoveth to be wiſe, but be wiſe unto 


Sobriety. And theſe Words, 1 Cor. 4. 6. 443 3 bar hes 


povetv Which may be +ranſlated, Not zo be be. wiſe, above that 
Ne 


C 2 thou 
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thou on Earth; therefore let thy Words be few. 
The Reaſon of which Advice is, becauſe God 
knoweth our Thoughts, and regardeth not 
Number of Words, but the tion of 
Heart: So that the Ejaculation of the Pl 

in the Field, or of the Carpenter on the 
top, may be more acceptable to God, than 
long-winded Prayer of the Zealot ; or the tireſome 
Repetitions of the Recluſe. And, with regard to 
the publick Duties of Religion, we find that God, 
when he created the World, ſelected only one Day 
in ſeven, which be bleſſed- and ſanctiſied; but ap- 
pointed the remaining fix Days, for us 10 labour 
in and to do all our Work. And therefore the 
wiſe Son of Sirach, ſpeaking. of laborious Wark and 
Huſbandry, calleth it that which the Moſt High 
hath ordained. And can we then - poſſibly ſhow 
ourſelves to be the Servants of God, or that we 
are devoted to his Service, more effectually, than 
OO eee 
done? 5 | 
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not 


the Incorporated Jociotꝶ: Ce. I 


not ſwallow up the other ; but both going hand 
in hand together, ſhould countenance and encnu- 
rage each other. And the Particular Preference 
and Encouragement, which is given by this Socie- 
ty to the Children of Popiſh Parents, in order to 
ede them in the Leg Reliien has this 
Advantage in it; that beſides delivering them from 
all the Errors, and deſtructiye Principles of that 
Religion, which encumber and embarraſs true De- 
votion ; you likewiſe deliver them from. being bred 
up in a very idle Religion; that is, a Religion, 
which by its numberleſs Holy-days gives dread-. 
ful Encouragements to Idleneſs. Cicero, in his 
Treatiſe Of . Laws, when he is ſpeaking. of the 
Inſtitution of Holy-days, particularly infiſts, that 
Care be taken in the Appaintment thereof, ſo that 


Year left in the Romiſh Calendar, 
Saint or other does not claim as a 
And as I have already ſhewed 
well as Religion, is a neceſſary Part of 
to God, our Neighbour, and ourſelyes ; 
ing of Children over, from the Popiſh, to the 
teſtant Religion, muſt, if it be conſidered in 

one Light alone, contribute Days gory a 


p kent? 4a eat... 
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It Gould be needleſs, my ene for me to . 
take up much of your. Time in laying before you 
the Advantage and Wiſdom in winning. of Souls; 
or in exhorting you to the Practice of this Duty; 
fince_T can ſay in the Words of St. Pau! to the 
Theſſalonians, that as touching bratherly Love, ye need 
nt that I eat unto you, for ye yourſelves are taught 
of God to love one another, and indeed ye do it. 
Nor can I avoid acknowledging the brotherly Af- 
fection of our neighbouring Kingdom; and in par- 
ticular the liberal Donation of his Majeſty King 
GEORGE. Our Saviour takes notice, that 7he 
Kings f "the Gentiles, who exerciſe Lordſhip over 
them are_called Benefatters. The Foundation of 
_ which Obſervation is this, that it is the fame 
Word, in the Hebrew Tongue, Which ſignifies 
both priticely and liberal. Well therefore does his 
"preſent Majeſty deſerve the ſame Appellation, WhO 
as he is literally our King, ſo is he alſo literal- 
ly our Bene factor. However, conſidering how, 
large the Field is which this Society, has under. 
taken to cultivate, let us not Nacken in our Di- 
ligence ; but, in 'brde to render the "Harveſt ſui- 
tably great, let the Encouragement, we have hi- 
therto' met with, add new. Vigour to our Endea- 
vours ; ; always bearin in Mind that comfortable and 
Text of the Prophet Daniel, wherein 
he aſſures us, when talking of the Day of Judg- 
ment, that they which be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 

| Brightneſs 
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Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
ever, To which happy State that all here may ar · 
rive, the Lord of his infinite Mercy grant ; to 
whom be aſcribed, as is moſt fitting, all Honour, 


Glory, Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, . 


both now, henceforth, and for evermore. 
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